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PROLOGUE
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Narratives about the future, that extend or on the contrary, mute dimensions of our present world have proven to be powerful critical tools. They set thought experiments in motion that ask “what if?” and place us in front of utopias or dystopias that create a dynamic tension with our actual experience. All the works in the Tomorrows exhibition in Athens imagine future social, technological or environmental contexts, but retain a sufficiently iden-tifiable relation to our lived present so as to make us question the dynamics of the world we inhabit. The selection of works has a slant towards a Mediterranean, or perhaps more generally southern, context whilst at the same time bringing to the fore critical issues of global significance. The narratives developed in these works take the form of material speculation: both as speculation about the material world and as speculations that manifest themselves materially, through works of art and design processes.

Tomorrows also adopts a multiple relation to time. There have, after all, always been tomorrows. A fundamental dimension of 8                                                 the project is a reflexion on the particularity of the speculative                     9 moment in relation to historical time. Two “anchor” points in the exhibition are the references to the, radically different, speculative projects of Constantinos Doxiades and Takis Zenetos. Focusing on their pioneering work enables us to understand both the fragility and the importance of visions of future worlds.

For the Onassis Cultural Centre, Tomorrows is a project that is firmly inscribed within an ongoing and multifaceted reflexion on the dynamics of our world. Working at the junction of the technologies that overwhelmingly mediate our social and personal lives and the formal, material and also technological work of contemporary artists, performers, designers and architects that reframes our understanding of the world, we hope to provide opportunities for new insights into our 21st century condition.

Tomorrows itself is an ongoing project and it is to be hoped that future iterations, in different places, will continue to hone critical thinking about where our world is heading and where we might conceivably want it to head.

Christos Carras,

General Manager, Onassis Cultural Centre [image: ]



INTRODUCTION

[image: ]

 

Future (un)follows fiction                      to the technological advance. The excitement and innocence of speculative architects such as Archigram, who aimed to imagine — Daphne Dragona & Panos Dragonas                                           and influence change towards a more desirable future, was juxtaposed to the critical approach of the Italian radical groups Superstudio and Archizoom. During the same period, Takis Ch.

Zenetos worked on a lifelong research project about the city, the house, and the furniture of the future. In Electronic Urbansim, Zenetos foreshadowed the experience of a networked, immobi-lized human body that could be ‘everywhere or nowhere.’ His Buckle your seatbelt Dorothy, ’cause Kansas is going bye-bye!                                            speculative work may be linked to 1960s megastructure projects — The Matrix                                         such as Constant Nieuwenhuys’ New Babylon and Yona Friedman’s Ville Spatiale. What distinguishes Zenetos from most speculative architects was his meticulous design approach that was based on The future never felt closer than it does today. A series of envi-                                systematic research and very good knowledge of the forthcoming ronmental, technological and societal changes happening at an                             scientific and technologic developments. Tomorrows exhibition accelerating pace are affecting today’s world and the humans’                               presents Zenetos’ original drawings and models for the first time role within it. As the urban population continuously rises, the                                since his death in 1977. Earth resembles a city which keeps on sprawling outwards, a city                              Nowadays, dealing with the future is once again timely but the expanding everywhere with no limitations. Climate and the                                 new projects are in a somehow different context. Following an natural environment are irreversibly affected by the impact of                               open call which received more than 300 proposals from all around 10             anthropogenic activities, while new engineered ecologies are                                the world, Tomorrows exhibition includes 30 new artworks and                            11 introduced to meet the increased needs of future inhabitants.                               academic research projects coming from the fields of art, design, Life in the urban environment is rapidly restructured as cities                                and architecture. In less anticipation of tomorrow’s worlds, become ‘smarter’ thanks to the use of different machines-at-work                           contemporary narratives rather start from the challenges and capturing and processing human behavior. As diverse images,                              contradictions that shape the images of the future. Following the once belonging to the future, become more and more part of the                            steps of the Italian radical groups of the 1960s, their scenarios present, an urge to engage with a contradictory and multifaceted                            are exaggerated, unexpected, and often paradoxical. From upcoming reality emerges.                                                              different starting points, with different media and approaches, Tomorrows is an ongoing exhibition project which addresses                             their perspectives are introducing alternatives of what the city the complexity of the future and unfolds its multiple aspects.                                 of the future may be. In their essay, Cathryn Dwyre and Chris Through works by artists, architects and designers, it introduces                             Perry relate the generation of new narratives and the produc-and discusses different scenarios about tomorrow’s possible                                 tion of new concepts about the environment to the ‘shock of the worlds speculating on the expectations and anxieties of their                                Anthropocene,’ while Tobias Revell and Georgina Voss define inhabitants. Hypothetical stories, exaggerated trends of the                                  speculative and critical design as a practice which aims to chal-present and future visions of the past, invite the contemporary                              lenge and disrupt the dominant, seemingly inevitable imaginaries. audience to critically reflect upon the ongoing changes and their                             In both cases Tomorrows’ projects are aiming to provoke discus-possible outcomes. Non-existing cityscapes, future habitats and                             sions and are using the future as a tool that can assist in critically imaginary infrastructures come together with fictional structures,                          understanding present itself. wearables and A.I. systems in order to challenge the humans’ role                              As William Gibson has famously noted, the future reaches on Earth and foreshadow their coming relationship with non-                              different geographical areas at a different pace. The popular humans and the machines.                                                            projections to the future, through movies, literature and televi-Of course, dealing with the future is not new in art and archi-                             sion, mostly refer to economically advanced megacities or urban tecture. Renowned are the visionary architectural proposals of the                          agglomerations. The dominant vision of the ‘smart city’ usually 1960s which addressed the promises of the new networks, and                              refers to a Koolhaasian generic environment, ultra-modern and the possibilities of overcoming urban and social problems thanks                           devoid of any historical narrative. The different geographical [image: ]

particularities, the local economies, and the dynamic of citizens’                             → The emergence of post-natural environments discussing the involvement are often left out, shaping an idealized, sterilized                                    consequences of climate change and human activity on earth’s imaginary for tomorrow’s cities. In her essay, Shannon Mattern                                natural resources, as well as the challenges and the possibili-highlights the importance of the local intelligences and situated                                 ties brought by the new engineered ecologies, the opening and knowledges, already existing in the ‘urban operating systems,’                                  radicalization of new technologies, and the connections between in the shaping of tomorrow’s smartest cities. Tomorrows’ specu-                               human and nonhuman space. lative and critical perspectives are challenging the ‘smart city’s’                               → The development of new types of shells and co-habitats, visions by emphasizing the particularities of different areas                                     exploring how at the time of smart urban living, shelters for the and underlining the role of the local conditions and needs. Most                                nonhuman, living or machinic, also become of primary impor-of the projects are giving special attention to the cities of the                                      tance, and imagining therefore not only buildings for people Mediterranean region, whose future seems to be specified by the                               with heterogeneous identities but also environments of co- economic crisis, the climate change, and mass population move-                              existence and symbiosis. ments. Speculations about the emergence and interconnection                             → The sovereignty of networks and infrastructures, looking into their  of environmental, technological and socioeconomic ecologies                                  physicality and imagining the aesthetics provoked by their imma-within its territory are offered as opportunities to understand the                               teriality and omnipresence, highlighting issues of power being scalability of future-oriented phenomena, to raise awareness and                              involved, and speculating about possible counter-infrastructures possibly evoke change. In Liam Young’s project Tomorrow’s Storeys,                             and new topologies that may emerge in the future. a new video commissioned by the Onassis Cultural Centre, the                              → The challenges of an algorithmic society, discussing how daily life overall structure of a future Athenian urban block has not signifi-                              changes with systems of automation and algorithmic regulation, cantly changed since the twentieth century. The exterior facades                               while reflecting upon relevant expectations of past utopias and are still covered by graffiti, tags, and air-conditioning machinery,                                exploring exaggerated scenarios about increased surveillance 

[image: ]

12              but the combination of an advanced sharing economy with the                                and the evolvement of the anthropogeography of future cities.                          13 advent of new microrobotic technologies, has made possible the                            → The transition to a condition beyond anthropos, looking into quick transformation and regeneration of the apartment interiors.                             emerging forms of inseparability between human and machine Bruce Sterling’s short story also speculates on the way that the                                  and their impact on bodily systems, focusing on technological smart infrastructures of future Athens often end up in a mess, as                               companionship and the development of an artificial superintel-power failures affect the urban software. Both works, Young’s video                            ligence that may supersede the human. and Sterling’s short story, are questioning the hegemony of the                                 The balance between the five elements of ‘Ekisistiks’ seems to ‘smart city’ vision as any attempt to subject Athens to algorithmic                            have been utterly lost, as we are experiencing the consequences of control seems to be eventually self-defeating. As counter-                                     ‘anthropocentrism’ and of the separation of culture from nature. narratives, they prescribe a possible future that does not follow the                          Humanity rapidly shifts into a post-natural realm, where the possi-dominant fiction and urban imaginary.                                                    bility of governance by a super intelligent A.I., as the cat imagined The exhibition takes both as a starting and a reference point the                          by Pinar Yoldas at the end of Tomorrows exhibition, may not be Ecumenopolis by Constantinos Doxiadis, the city that by the 22nd                            far away. Thomas Doxiadis in his essay suggests that this may be century would have occupied the whole of the inhabited planet as a                         the right time to reflect on the post-posthuman condition. A new continuously evolving organism. According to the visionary urban                          peculiar balance, between post-natural environments, humans, planner’s theory of the ‘Ekistics,’ the desirable development of                               post-humans and nonhumans, algorithmic societies, smart shells and the future city for the human and the environment would depend                          co-habitats, networks and infrastructures, may be found in the 22nd on the relation and balance between five fundamental elements,                            Century Ecumenopolis. But as the five fundamental elements are i.e. nature, anthropos [the human], society, shells, and networks.                             transformed, redefined, and reversed, one key and central question Tomorrows exhibition aims, through the different approaches of                            arises: Which future is, at the end, the one we want, and what will artists, designers and architects, to revisit these elements, the                                 be our role within its formation? model of the ‘Anthropocosmos’ as Doxiadis named it, and explore how their development and possible transformations are re-com-posing the present and future. Five themes deriving from the five respective elements become, therefore, points of exploration: [image: ]
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The theory of Ecumenopolis was developed by Constantinos Doxiadis’ 

[image: ]

Athens Center of Ekistics as part of a research project for the “City of the [image: ]

Future” that was funded by the Ford Foundation.

[image: ]

According to Doxiadis, the great increase of urban population and the [image: ]

dynamic growth of cities will lead to their interconnection in a continuous [image: ]

network, into one universal city which we may call the ecumenic city, or [image: ]

 

Ecumenopolis. This is an inevitable reality that is already under construction                                                             “ and is likely to start acquiring shape at the beginning of the 22nd century. The [image: ]

big question that arises for Doxiadis is not about the dimensions, the structure,  The future is an incomplete image, shimmering and shifting elusively, 

and the form of Ecumenopolis, but about its function, the type of life that will  never quite the same. But it is by no means totally indeterminate. 

be created within it, and the quality of life that will offer to the people. There exist definite limits to what might be, although the limits 

The exhibition includes drawings, diagrams             Doxiadis anticipates that the cities of the future will be extra-human,                                                                        themselves are in a constant state of flux. As the present material-and photographs from the research project         beyond human’s capacity to control them. The world may be led to inhuman                                                               izes, the indeterminate continuously becomes determinate, and [...] for the “City of the Future” where the theory         conditions as the problems and weaknesses of the 20th century’s cities are                                                                  its addition changes the number of things which control the range of 

lectures and publications by C.A. Doxiadis of Ecumenopolis was developed, from             multiplied. At the same time, he believes that Ecumenopolis may be “the                                                                   possible futures.                                                        ” on the theory of Ekistics, and from the Delos        real city of human” as for the first time in history, people will have one city 1975. All material belongs to the Constantinos  Constantinos A. Doxiadis and John G. Papaioannou, Ecumenopolis: the inevitable city of the future  local groups. Ecumenopolis will form a continuous, differentiated, but also  A. Doxiadis Archives.  (Athens: Athens Center of Ekistics, 1974), 16.  Symposia that Doxiadis organized from 1963 to     rather than many cities belonging to different national, racial, religious, or 

unified texture consisting of many cells, the human communities. According © Constantinos and Emma                        to Doxiadis, this evolution corresponds to the dream of a cosmopolis, as the Doxiadis Foundation                              ideal state in which all people will be equal and united into one world.
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